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Th e Montana Freemason is an offi  cial publication of 

the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Montana. Unless otherwise noted,articles in this 
publication express only the private opinion or  assertion 
of the writer, and do not necessarily refl ect the offi  cial 
position of the Grand Lodge. Th e jurisdiction speaks only 
through the Grand Master and the Executive Board when 
attested to as offi  cial, in writing, by the Grand Secretary. 

Th e Editorial staff  invites contributions in the form 
of informative articles, reports, news and other timely 
information (of about 350 to 1000 words in length) that 
broadly relate to general Masonry. Submissions must be 
typed or preferably provided in MS Word format, and all 
photographs or images sent as a .JPG fi le. Only original or 
digital photographs or graphics that support the submission 
are accepted. All material is copyrighted and is the property 
of the Grand Lodge of Montana and the authors.

Submission of articles - Because of fl uctuations in issue 
frequency and print production there is not set deadline. 
If you have an article that you would like published please 
send it in and we will review it and if accepted print in the 
one of the upcoming issues.

Th e Montana Freemason 
Magazine is provided to all 
members of the Grand Lodge 
of Montana. Please direct all 
articles and correspondence to :

Reid Gardiner, Editor
Montana Freemason Magazine

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
(406) 442-7774 

Articles submitted should be typed, double spaced and 
spell checked. Articles are subject to editing and Peer 
Review. No compensation is permitted for any article or 
photographs, or other materials submitted for publication. 
All photographs must be identifi ed as to who took the 
photo and the names of the individuals who may appear 
in the photo. E-mail all photos and articles to the address 
above.

© 2012 Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of Montana. All rights reserved. Th is 
material may not be reproduced, displayed, modifi ed or 
distributed without the express prior written 
permission of the copyright holder. For permission, contact 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org]

When reprinted, articles should note: “Reprinted with 
permission of Th e Montana Freemason Magazine.

About the Cover: 

Resting quietly in the Montana Masonic Museum 
is an old drum. Its paint is fading from the brilliant 
colors it once wore, the carrying strap is tattered 
and worn, the bottom of the drumhead is rent, the 
rope stretchers are frayed, leather keepers are dry 
and brittle and the drumsticks which are the drum’s 
partners are worn smooth from use. Silent now, but 
the drum has encompassed the bicentennial of our 
country.

Thom Chisholm
Grand Master
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In each of the three 
degrees, after the 
obligation, the Master 
queries the candidate 
with the words, “being in 
a condition of darkness, 
what do you most desire?” 
The candidate’s response 
is, “Light”. At this point the 
candidate surely cannot 

have the slightest idea exactly what this light is to be or 
what his answer alludes to; he can only hope for future 
enlightenment.

In the First Degree following the Master’s query and his 
requested desire for Light, the candidate is introduced to 
the three Great Lights of the Entered Apprentice as well 
as the three Lesser Lights and an explanation is given for 
each of these lights.

In the Second Degree after the candidate has again 
responded “Light” to the Master’s query, he is shown 
the Three Great Lights of the Fellow Craft, and told that 
“Freemasonry” is a progressive, moral science, taught by 
degrees only” and that he is still “one material point in 
the dark regarding its (Masonry’s) mysteries”.

In the Third Degree after the candidate has again 
responded “Light” to the Master’s query, he is shown the 
Three Great Lights of the Master Mason, and told that his 
is “about to receive all the Light that can be conferred” 
upon him.

In addition the Light we imparted in each of the degrees 
can be summarized as follows: The candidate is given an 
obligation, the several signs, tokens, and words of the 
degrees are demonstrated, he is shown how to wear his 
apron, how to enter and retire from a Lodge room, how to 
address the Master in each of the degrees, given a lecture 
regarding the degree he just received, and told what his 
charge is for the degree. The sign and word of the degrees 
is often reiterated so the candidate can function within 
the Lodge. Unfortunately that roughly sums up all the 
Light that many brothers ever receive. Many remember 

only a small portion, if any, of the Light which was 
given to them during the actual conferral of their 
degree. Some are never even offered the benefit of 
the required candidate education program.

It doesn’t take long for new Master Masons today 
to recognize that they have not gotten everything 
they were looking for, and they ask where is the 
“Light”? Our craft is full of disillusioned and 
confused new Masons. Many of them will leave, 
and have left, the fraternity because they never 
were given an opportunity to receive that which 
they sought: Light.

Today men are knocking on the door of Masonry 
for many reasons. We must be prepared to receive,  
educate, guide them, and most importantly, 
satisfy their needs and expectations. Almost all 
have sought out, or had exposure to, some form 
of media view of, or position on Freemasonry. Yet 
they are unaware that many of their preconceived 
notions of the Fraternity have little basis, or that 
most of the perspectives they have formed from 
their exploration of social media sources are truly 
not relevant.

While these men may indeed have been able 
to establish a somewhat accurate sense of the 
history surrounding the fraternity, and therefore 
understand that is a fraternity of men that has 
withstood the test of 300 years without materially 
changing, the man who knocks on the door of 
Freemasonry needs to know that Freemasonry, in 
all of history, has at its very roots a platform for 
individual conduct and improvement based upon 
the principles, tenets and landmarks held within 
the ritual of our fraternity, from which they must 
build their own path.

To the newly raised Master Mason, beginning his 
Masonic life can be daunting. It is the responsibility 
of his brothers to take him by the hand and show 
him that the Masonic Ritual that the officers of the 
Lodge propounded to him during his degrees, and 

Let There Be Light
Jeff Carlton, MWPGM, Arizona



Page 5

         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3
the lessons contained therein, are the base building 
block upon which his Masonic life can be built. Th e 
new Mason needs mentors.

Consider that the fi rst task a new Masons is faced 
with is to form his own concepts of the parameters of 
the Masonic ritual and how they may apply to him. 
It would seem reasonable that by developing a sense 
of his personal path of improvement he will be able 
to decide what his weakness and faults are. Th en he 
can use the ritual, examining the principals and tenets 
within it, to improve and strengthen his character. 
Th is investigation should inspire the Mason to look 
for the origins of the symbols, principals and tenets 
contained within the ritual. Th e new Mason needs 
help in recognizing and achieving these goals. He 
needs a mentor in his quest for Light.

Mentors should off er to the newly raised brothers that 
we are a fraternity of charitable men, not a charitable 
fraternity. We are consciously seeking to establish a 
way of life that promotes brotherly love and truth. Th e 
fraternity binds like-minded men together regardless 
of religious, ethnic, cultural, social and educational 
backgrounds. Masonry makes good men better men 
by providing men the opportunity and tools to use 
in  improving themselves as an individual, thereby 
becoming a better husband, father, neighbor, friend, 
leader of men and to fi nd a way for service to their 
deity, community and country.

While many Masons today seek further light in 
Masonry by expounding upon the ritual of the 
Fraternity (the corner stone of Freemasonry) through 
research of the vast library of Masonic writings 
available, one should be ever cautious to recognize 
that every author wrote his work to express his opinion 
upon the subject at hand. Th e mentor should point 
out that it is the author’s intent to convince the reader 
that his book is,in the end, the fi nal determination on 
the subject. Indeed these authors may in turn have 
researched their work by digesting the opinions of a 
few or many authors before they formed their own 
strategy. Th e Researcher should realize that all other 
written works are an attempt by the author to explain 
the minutest details of the ritual, the ritual in part, or 
as a whole.

Factual research should be based on their true origins 
and meanings, not on loosely held opinions. A noted 
Masonic author recently shared with me that perhaps 
the Masonic researcher should take heed of the words 
of Plato when he wrote “opinion is the lowest form of 
knowledge.”

As mentors guiding the new Mason in his quest for 
light, we must show the new Mason that we indeed 
meet up on the level, act by the plumb and always 
deal upon the square. A Mason should be assured 
his questions are welcome, his concerns safe in the 
depository of a faithful breast. We have to show him 
that he has joined a fraternity of men who are lifetime 
mentors to each other.

As mentors let us reiterate that Masonry is a way 
of life; that no Mason should be left  behind; that 
Masonry is building tomorrow’s leaders today; and 
that Freemasonry is a lifelong commitment wherein 
a man can build a boundary of conduct for himself 
beyond which he will not let his passions, prejudices 
or interests betray him.
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SUMMARY OF THE 147th ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Most Worshipful Grand Master Thomas W. Chisholm opened and presided over the 147th Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Montana held in Butte, Montana, on June 27, 28 and 29, 
2013.

Elective Grand Officers:    6
Appointed Grand Officers:  12
Past Grand Masters:   17
Other Past Grand Officers:  28
Worshipful Masters:   29
Senior Wardens:   24
Junior Wardens:   19
Proxies for Worshipful Masters:   3
Proxies for Senior Wardens:     6

Proxies for Junior Wardens:      8
Secretaries:      36
Treasurers:      23
Past Masters:    161
Duplicates:    135
Others present not entitled to vote:   18
Total Brethren:   256
Total Votes    238

Attendance at the Communication

Visitors: Thirty-Three (33) representing Fourteen (14) Grand Jurisdictions

AWARDS
Secretary of the Year – Gale Henderson (152) and Earl Bricker (37)

MASONIC HOME TRUSTEES
Masonic Home Board Trustee Elected –   Vern Nielsen (22, 32) & Joel Jackson (5, 51)      

MASONIC HALL OF FAME TRUSTEE
Masonic Hall of Fame Trustee - Cliff Brophy (62)        

Grand Lodge Budget
Grand Lodge Budget for 2013-2014 PASSED 
Per-capita & Reinstatement Fee for 2013-2014 is  $34.95 PASSED

LEGISLATION
Resolution No. R-2013-01: A directive to the Masonic Home Board to expand the number of members of the 
Masonic Home board from 5 to 6 and to allow the Grand Chapter of Montana Order of the Eastern Star to 
appoint one member to the board.                                      PASSED

Resolution No. R-2013-02: A resolution amending Section 1050 of the Code of Statutes to expand the powers 
of the Grand Master to be able to remove elective and appointed Grand Lodge Officers. 
           FAILED



Page 7

         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3
Resolution No. R-2013-04: A Constitutional amendment, amending Section 510 in order to elect the Grand 
Master, reversing legislation proposed in 2005 and passed in 2006.                                               FAILED

Resolution No. R-2013-05: An amendment to Section 23090 of the Code of Statutes to expand the defi nition 
that electioneering is prohibited.                                                   FAILED

Resolution No. R-2013-06: A Constitutional Amendment Adding Section 351 to Article III- powers and 
Restrictions and Amending Article IV - Communications, Sections 420. Granting Chartered Lodges the power 
of petition for a Special Session of Grand Lodge.                                                 FAILED

Resolution R-2013-07: A Code of Statutes Amendment Part III Trials/Restorations, Article 1- Trial of Grand 
Master. Removing Sections 43010, 43020, 43030, 43040, 43050 and 43060.                                               FAILED

Resolution R-2013-08: An amendment to Section 6030 of the Code of Statues to add a fee of $1.00 per 
member, per year to be paid to the George Washington Masonic Memorial                     FAILED

Resolution R-2013-09: An amendment to Section 5020. A, adding a new standing committee, and adding a 
new Section 5060 Employee Handbook Committee, and allowing for review and ratifi cation by the craft .

FAILED

Resolution R-2013-10: A Constitutional Amendment to Article II, Section 230 and 450, and amending Article 
VI - Voting and Representation, Sections 620 and 640. Allowing all Masters Masons in the Jurisdiction to vote 
at Grand Lodge.                                         FAILED

Resolution R-2013–11: A Constitutional Amendment adding Section 351 to Article III - Powers and 
Restrictions. Allowing Lodges to issue Reprimands.             WITHDRAWN

Resolution R-2013-12: An amendment to Section 43030 removing the section in its entirety and adding a new 
Section 43031, changing the formation, composition and power of a Tribunal.                    FAILED

Resolution R-2013-13: An amendment to Section 10040 LEWIS JEWEL, changing the requirements of the 
award and expanding who can wear it.             FAILED

CJ-2013-01: A recommendation by the Committee on Jurisprudence to amend Section 4020 B. 1. b. to limit 
the duties of the Committee on Examination and Nomination of Masonic Home Trustees to presenting names 
of nominees for the male Home Trustees only. (Note: companion legislation to Resolution No. R-2013-01.) 
Note: R-2012-01 was amended to use the language of this resolution removing the need for it.   

WITHDRAWN

C-2013-02: A recommendation by the Committee on Jurisprudence to amend Section 23090 of the Code 
of Statutes to permit electioneering for the offi  ces of Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary to correspond to 
an amendment proposed to Section 510 of the Constitution. (Note: companion legislation to Resolution No. 
R-2013-03.) Note: R-2013-03 Failed, therefore CJ-2013 was not needed.                                WITHDRAWN

MOTION FROM THE FLOOR
A motion to grant Right Worshipful Past Deputy Grand Master Th omas M. Duff y all rights and privileges and 
the title of Past Grand Master.                                                    FAILED
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON RECOGNITION
The Craft assembled voted to extend recognition to the following Grand Jurisdictions: Regular Grand Lodge of 
Tahiti and Archipelagos; Grand Lodge of Croatia of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and the Grand Lodge 
of Macedonia.
The Craft assembled voted to suspend recognition of the United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria.

LODGES NOT REPRESENTED
The following Lodges were not represented at the Annual Communication- Not Represented :
Montana Lodge – 2, Flint Creek Lodge – 11, Benton Lodge – 25, Glendive Lodge – 31, Acacia Lodge – 33, 
Kalispell Lodge – 42, Chinook Lodge – 50, Augusta Lodge – 54, Ponemah Lodge – 63, Musselshell Lodge 
– 69, Thompson Falls Lodge – 70, Terry Lodge – 74, Sandstone Lodge – 84, Lower Yellowstone Lodge – 90, 
Kyle Lodge – 96, Pilgrim Lodge – 102, Western Star Lodge – 104, Scobey Lodge – 109, Ekalaka Lodge – 120, 
Park Lodge – 140, Lincoln Lodge – 157.

Legislative action adopted at the 147th Annual Communication became in force and effect at close of the
Communication.

2013-2014 Grand Lodge Officers

Elected Grand Lodge Officers
Thomas W. Chisholm (153), Grand Master
Donald S. Cerovski (1/37/59/68), Deputy Grand Master
Brian J. Murphy (1/6/136), Senior Grand Warden
Lewis K. Smith, III (14), Junior Grand Warden
Bruce W. Lahti (34), Grand Treasurer
Reid L. Gardiner (3), Grand Secretary

Appointed Grand Lodge Officers
Gerald L. Anderson (155), Senior Grand Deacon
Jeffrey Harada (121), Junior Grand Deacon
Lewie Fletcher (52/53/144), Grand Marshal
Eugene “Bill” Murphy (29), Senior Grand Steward
“Moe” Rademacher (52/71), Junior Grand Steward
Alan T. Frohberg (58), Grand Standard Bearer
Frank W. Noble (64), Grand Sword Bearer
Johnathon R. Dahlquist (1/68), Grand Pursuivant
Roy D. Merritt (153), Grand Tyler
Michael A. Murray (63), Grand Chaplain
John Thompson (5/41), Grand Historian
John O. Baber (101), Grand Organist
Daniel J. Gardiner (3), Assistant Grand Secretary

The 148th Annual Communication will be held June 26, 27 and 24, 2014.
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Montana DeMolay 
is alive and well in Montana!!!  

One big change Montana DeMolay has made this 
year is our annual Conclave.   In the past, we have 
always held this even the last weekend of July.   This 
has created low attendance as many of our boys travel 
in the summer.   To promote higher attendance this 
year, we have changed the date of Conclave to October 
18th and 19th.   This is a 4 day weekend for all schools 
around the state and will hopefully increase the 
number of boys that will come to Conclave. 

This year marked the revitalization of 2 previously 
closed chapters, Highland Chapter in Butte and A.D. 
McDonald Chapter in Kalispell.   Although neither 
chapter has a lot of boys yet, they are working very 
hard promote DeMolay in those towns and increase 
their membership, and they are doing a fantastic job!!

On that note, I want to encourage all Master 
Masons across the state to step up and support and 
assist in this great organization.   DeMolay is A great 
way for young men to get interested in the Masonic 
Family and can be a great lead in to becoming a Master 
Mason.   With DeMolay on the rise, all the chapters 
around the state need your help and support to grow.   
If your town does not have a DeMolay chapter, think 
about ways you can gain interest in opening a new 
chapter, or reinstating an old one.    This is beneficial 
to DeMolay and the Masonic Order.
MONTANA DEMOLAY NEEDS YOU!!!

I want take this opportunity to congratulate Brother 
J.D. Olsen, who is our State Chapter Dad, for being 
elected a Deputy Member of DeMolay International at 
the 2013 Session in Minneapolis, MN.   His dedication 
to DeMolay is unswerving.  Thank you Brother Olsen 
for all that you do.

I would also like to congratulate RW Brother Reid 
Gardiner on being elected an Honorary Legion of 
Honor recipient.   Legion of Honor recipients must 
have actively demonstrated outstanding leadership 
in some field of endeavor, whether it be a civic, 
professional, fraternal or spiritual arena.   Brother 
Reid has done so much to help Montana DeMolay 
grow!!
From all of us in Montana DeMolay, Thank you 
Brother Reid for all that you have done and will do 
for us!!

As I stated, Montana DeMolay is doing very well.   
We saw positive growth this year, which is amazing!!  
I need to thank all of the Chapter Advisors around the 
state that dedicate un-told hours of their free time to 
make sure our boys grow in DeMolay and have fun 
and learn valuable lessons while doing it.   Without all 
of you, DeMolay would not be here today.      I can’t 
express enough gratitude to all of you for the amazing 
work you do for our boys!!

Thank you all for your time!!
Fraternally,

Sam Whitehead – EO Montana DeMolay.
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One Of the Masters 
Responsibilities

   The Master of the Lodge has the responsibility of 
reflecting light upon the Brethren as well as discharging
his Constitutional and Statutory duties.

He should emphasize the following:

a.   One mission of Freemasonry is the 
      enlightenment of the individual; 
b.  Freemasonry presents its moral and ethical

principles to influence each  individual to 
commence a search for perfection through 
self-improvement;                                                                                                                       

c.  It is up to each of us to energize ourselves, and to
exemplify its principles so that others may look  
to us for example and inspiration;                                                                                                      

d. One man living a brotherly life is worth a 
thousand lectures on brotherhood; and

e.  Freemasonry is the science of and art of right 
living, with the science being the discovery of
those principles that make upright, moral 
conduct, and the art is living those principles in
daily life.

In addition to attending Lodge and learning more   of   
the teachings of the symbols and the various meanings 
of the ceremonies, he should urge each member 
to apply them to everyday living; to contact elderly 
or infirm Brothers and visit with them and, when 
possible, bring them to Lodge; to contact our widows 
and offer assistance; and in all actions remember that 
he is a representative of Freemasonry.

The Master should attempt to make his members 
not only informed, but happier. From the wise lore of 
the East has been translated a parable which tells how 

the gods, having stolen from man his happiness, met 
in council to discuss where they should hide it.  One 
suggested that it be carried to the other side of the 
earth and buried; but it was pointed out that man is a 
great wanderer, and that he might find the lost treasure 
on the other side of the earth.  Another proposed that 
it be dropped into the depths of the sea; but the same 
fear was expressed – that man, in his curiosity, might 
dive deep enough to find it even there.  Finally, after a 
space of silence, the oldest and wisest of the gods said:  
“Hide it in man himself, as that is the last place he will 
ever think to look for it.”  And so it was agreed, all 
seeing at once the subtle and wise strategy.  Man did 
wander over the earth, for ages, seeking in all places 
high and low, far and near, before he thought to look 
within himself for the happiness he sought.  At last, 
slowly, dimly, he began to realize that what he sought 
far off is nearer than the breath he breathes, within his 
own heart. This illustrates that we can live happily if 
we embrace the great truths taught by Freemasonry, 
and live them. 

A Master should employ his Lodge for that purpose, 
which, as much as for ceremonial purposes, it was 
intended – for “expatiating on the mysteries of the 
Craft”, that is - speaking and writing at length to 
inform the Brethren of the principles of Freemasonry, 
so they may become wiser, better and consequently 
happier.

 

                                          

             
                                                       
   

                                            Jack R. Levitt  
                                   PGM(CA) 1, 6 & 18
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Kalispell Lodges Installed
On Saturday, July 27th the Kalispell area Lodges were installed by MWGM Th om Chisholm, assisted by 

Reid Gardiner, Grand Secretary, Frank Noble, Grand Sword Bearer, John Th ompson, Grand Historian and Dan 
Gardiner, Assistant Grand Secretary. Th e installation took place on the shore of Flathead Lake.

Trinity No. 152

Whitefi sh Lodge No. 64 Kalispell No. 42

Grand Master with new Worshipful Masters

Michael Murray, Grand Chaplain
Installed

Grand Lodge Offi cers and WM’s of Kalispell area Lodges
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      John Swaim                                      John Heston         Daniel Wills
        WM -42      Thom Chisholm, GM      WM-64               WM-152                                             

Daniel Wills, WM                               Dan Bourne, Chaplain,  
                               John Sonderegger, SD                             Chris Handford, SS

Lucus Brown, JD; Dan Bourne, SW; Phil Blaisdell, Sec/Trs; John Heston,WM; 
Tyler Brown, JW; Carl Denny, Chaplain              

                               

Matt Williams, SW   John Swaim, Wm   Ken Hanna, Sec   Ron Hopkins, Trs                    

Reid Gardiner, Gr. Sec; John Swain, WM, Thom Chisholm, Gr. Master; John Heston, WM; 
Daniel Wills, WM; Frank Noble, Gr. Sword Bearer; Dan Gardiner, Ass’t Gr. Sec; 

Michael Murray, Gr. Chaplain; John Thompson, Gr. Historian                   
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Galata Lodge No. 106, Galata, Montana: 
Dispensation issued January 24, 1916 to operate 

as Galata Lodge (U.D.), Chartered August 31, 1916 as 
Galata No. 106. The Dispensation to form this lodge 
was issued exactly 50 year from the date the Grand 
Lodge of Montana was formed. 

In as much as Galata Lodge No. 106 failed to 
comply with the direction of the voting members of 
Grand Lodge as approved during the 143rd Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of 
Montana on June 25th, 2010; and by action of the M.W. 
Grand Master on November 1, 2010, in accordance 
with Section 22030, 22050 and 22070 of the Statutes
of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana, this Charter 
and warrant was hereby surrendered and declared to 
be terminated and invalid. This effective date of the 
surrender of this Charter was November 1, 2010.

On May 13, 2013, the Grand Secretary, Reid 
Gardiner, accompanied by Sam Whitehead and Dan 
Gardiner went to the old Galata Lodge building and 
retrieved several boxes and cases of records and lodge 
paraphernalia and furniture. The building and property 
have been sold.

The photographs tell a bit of the story and history of 
the Lodge and community.

•



Page 19

         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3



Page 20

         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3



Page 21

Montana DeMolay Conclave 2013

Every young man age 12-21 should get the opportunity 
to attend DeMolay’s State Session, known simply as 
“Conclave” and this is your chance.  Help spread the 
word as we continue an 83 year tradition for Montana 
DeMolay.  This year’s Montana State Conclave will be held 
October 18-20 in Lewiston Montana. There will be ritual 
competitions, a whole lot of fun, sports competitions, a 
whole lot of fun, dances, a whole lot of fun, girls, a whole 
lot of fun, Brotherhood, a whole lot of fun, election of 
state officers, a whole lot of fun, business sessions, and, oh 
did I mention, a WHOLE LOT OF FUN!!!  Please show 
your support, help your local chapters and the Montana 
State Chapter continue this legacy, help us to find possible 
candidates for our Order and ensure our current member 
can attend this year.  

Some of you may be asking “What is DeMolay?”  
DeMolay is a fraternal youth leadership and service 
organization open to young men from the ages of 12 to 21.  
The teachings of DeMolay center on 7 Cardinal Virtues: 
Love of Parents, Reverence, Courtesy, Comradeship, 
Fidelity, Cleanness, and Patriotism

Have a son, grandson, nephew, neighbor etc. that needs to hear about DeMolay? 
Contact D.A.D. Sam Whitehead at 
eomtdemolay@gmail.com   or     visit mtdemolay.org.

All Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters, and Master Masons are invited and encouraged to attend.
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Re-Dedication of Rosebud County Courthouse

The first corner stone ceremony in the territory 
was presided over by MWGM Weston for the 

old Masonic Temple in Helena, laid by Grand Master 
Weston on June 24, 1872. 

On June 7, 2013, Most Worshipful Grand Master 
Thom Chisholm and members of the Grand Lodge 
assembled at the Rosebud County Courthouse to 
continue this tradition. Many local lodges were 
represented including, Hiram No. 52, Yellowstone 
No. 26 and Power River No. 135.

 It has been a time honored custom of the Grand 
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 
Montana, upon due invitation to assemble the Craft 
and, with appropriate ceremonies, dedicate and 
rededicate Masonic cornerstones and buildings, such 
as the Rosebud County Courthouse which has served 
the community for so many years. 

The Rosebud County Courthouse ,1250 Main Street 
is located in Forsyth. The construction of Rosebud 
County Courthouse in 1914 was accomplished 
through the citizens of  Rosebud County, the 
architects were Link and Haire with the construction 
carried out by Gray’s Construction. This neoclassical 
building has been describe as “imposing and 
attractive” and  its interior “very harmoniously and 
artistically decorated.” 

John Gustave Link and Charles S. Haire left their 
mark on Montana. They designed 18 of the 56 county 
courthouses in Montana and many buildings across 
the state and several Masonic Lodges and the Masonic 
Home of Montana. 

Brother  Charles S. Haire was a member and Past 
Master of  Helena Masonic Lodge No. 3. Some of the 
work of Link and Haire includes the: Adams Hotel, 
Lavina; Northern Hotel, Billings; Lavina; Algeria 
Shrine Temple (now the Helena Civic Center); 
Bozeman Carnegie Library; Carnegie Public Library, 
Big Timber; Dillon City Library; Fallon County Jail, 
Baker; Grandey Elementary School, Terry; Higgins 
Block, Missoula; Holy Rosary Hospital, Miles City; 
Montana Territorial and State Prison, Deer Lodge;  
Parmly Billings Memorial Library; St. Leo's Catholic 
Church, Lewistown.

Billy Millhollin, PGM (52)



Page 23

         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3



Page 24

I was reading an article written by a Brother 
in North Carolina recently, and it got me to 

thinking - which is a good thing. Bro. Ernie Jackson 
wrote, “Th e restrictions on advertising and asking for 
membership] have a purpose. Th ey keep each of us 
in check, to consider our actions. Of becoming too 
proud of membership, would be a perception.” 

Very frequently I run into a statement on 
the internet, by a Mason, that 
Freemasons are responsible 
for “America,” and usually that 
statement is embedded in a reply 
to a negative comment regarding 
the fraternity. I’ve oft en wondered 
how these “Oh yeah? Well we 
made America, so nanny nanny 
boo-boo” comments come across 
to the two or three rational 
people eavesdropping on these 
comments. It seems to me as if the 
writers believe that simply stating 
that Freemasons instigated the 
Revolutionary War is somehow 
self-evident, and that there can’t be 
any reply that can defl ate it, so it 
is the fi nal word. I would say that 
there is defi nitely an element of 
pride in show-stopper statements 
like that.

What I would like to know is: what about 
Freemasonry founded our country? Sure, some of the 
men who forged our nation were Masons - many were 
not. Many of them belonged to a particular church 
denomination, and we don’t claim that Quakers 
“made America.” Several of the prime movers were 
from New York - we don’t credit New York with 
“making America.” What about Freemasonry, setting 
aside our wanting to connect ourselves with men of 
infl uence, may we have contributed to the United 
States of America?

Th e common statement that “all of George 
Washington’s Generals except one were Masons” 

cannot be verifi ed. Only 28 to 33 have been proved 
to be Masons. Insofar as Washington’s own Masonic 
membership is examined, it is true that he valued the 
fraternity, and spoke lovingly of it on more than one 
occasion, but he is recorded as being present in lodge 
infrequently.

Th ink about this for a moment: Freemasonry is 
hardly the place that one would expect to fi nd positive 

statements about revolution. In 
the “charge,” or address to the 
candidate on duties expected of 
him, given in the First Degree 
of Freemasonry, fi rst printed in 
1735, we read this: “In the state, 
you are to be a quiet and peaceful 
citizen, true to your government, 
and just to your country; you are 
not to countenance disloyalty or 
rebellion, but patiently submit to 
legal authority, and conform with 
cheerfulness to the government of 
the country in which you live.” 

Th ere are statements in the 
ritual to implore God in all our 
lawful undertakings. Several books 
printing a purported “exposure” 
of Freemasonry give an oath, or 

obligation, which it is claimed Masons take, wherein 
we agree to keep the secrets of our fellows, but with 
the exception of murder and treason. 

Th ese hardly seem revolutionary. In fact, these 
reminders to be law abiding citizens, that we are under 
no obligation as Masons to shelter men for committing 
murder or treason, regardless of our connection 
to them as Masons, and that we are to support the 
government under which we live, are statements of 
loyalty to the country and laws of the country under 
whose protection we live. If anything, they forcefully 
impress upon us the prohibition against treason.

We tend to think of the Founding Fathers as being 
patriots now, but this view is at odds with the real day-

Revolutionary Words (Part I)
The Square of Virtue

Daniel Gardiner (3)
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1. I think with you, that nothing is more important for the public weal, than to form and train up youth 
 in wisdom and virtue. Wise and good men are in my opinion, the strength of the state; more so than 
 riches or arms... - Benjamin Franklin

2. Th e aim of every political constitution is, or ought to be, fi rst to obtain for rulers men who possess 
 most wisdom to discern, and most virtue to pursue, the common good of the society; and in the next 
 place, to take the most eff ectual precautions for keeping them virtuous whilst they continue to hold 
 their public trust. - Alexander Hamilton

3. No government can continue good but under the control of the people; and . . . . their minds are to be
 informed by education what is right and what wrong; to be encouraged in habits of virtue and to be 
 deterred from those of vice . . . . Th ese are the inculcations necessary to render the people a sure basis 
 for the structure and order of government. - Th omas Jeff erson

4. Neither the wisest constitution nor the wisest laws will secure the liberty and happiness of a people
 whose manners are universally corrupt. He therefore is the truest friend to the liberty of his country
 who tries most to promote its virtue, and who ... will not suff er a man to be chosen into any offi  ce of
 power and trust who is not a wise and virtuous man. - Samuel Adams

5. We ought to consider what is the end of government before we determine which is the best form. Upon
 this point all speculative politicians will agree that the happiness of society is the end of government, 
 as all divines and moral philosophers will agree that the happiness of the individual is the end of
 man.... All sober  inquirers aft er truth, ancient and modern, pagan and Christian, have declared that 
 the happiness of man, as well as his dignity, consists in virtue. - John Adams

6. Human rights can only be assured among a virtuous people. Th e general government . . . can never be 
 in danger of degenerating into a monarchy, an oligarchy, an aristocracy, or any despotic or oppressive
 form so long as there is any virtue in the body of the people. - George Washington

7. No free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be preserved to any people but by a fi rm adherence
 to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue; and by a frequent recurrence to fundamental 
 principles. - Virginia Bill of Rights

8. Whenever we are planning for posterity, we ought to remember that virtue is not hereditary. 
 - Th omas Paine

9. Let a man's zeal, profession, or even principles as to political measures be what they will, if he is without 
 personal integrity and private virtue, as a man he is not to be trusted. - John Witherspoon

to-day lives of men at this period. Consider this: the 
men we call heroes now were traitors, disloyal to their 
country-England. Th e English referred to them as 
Rebels. Th ey were involved in a rebellion, a treasonous 
act. Th ey risked capital punishment. We only call 
them revolutionaries now because they ultimately 
won. Even today, the later American “Civil War” 
refers to those loyal to the government as Federalists 
or Unionists, and those who were not loyal to the 
government as “rebels.” Why rebels? Because they 
lost. (For this reason I am always fascinated to hear 
what television personalities known as “reporters” 

call antagonists in countries under civil war: rebels, or 
revolutionaries? It suggests how we the audience are 
supposed to understand them).

When we think of the “revolutionaries” in our 
country’s past, and claim that “Freemasons made 
America,” I am left  wondering what it is about our 
fraternity that we are referring to. I am going to 
examine some quotations from men whose ideas 
were prominent in the war for independence, and see 
if we can fi nd a theme that might give us some idea of 
where to look in Freemasonry.
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It should now be apparent that virtue was a subject 
well known to men whose ideas shaped our country. 
But what does this have to do with Freemasonry? 
Well, possibly quite a bit. 

Some twenty-fi ve years aft er independence was 
declared, Th omas Smith Webb received a system of 
Masonic rituals, which was then modifi ed and taught 
across the country. Th is system was adopted by 
Grand Lodges across the country, with the exception 
of Pennsylvania, which adheres to a far simpler set 
of Masonic lectures. Prior to Webb’s time, virtue was 
a part of Masonic ritual, especially the continental 
systems adapted by the French, where it was the 
centerpiece, as it is in “Webb” work.

It is conjecture as to what constituted much of 
the ritual content prior to about the year 1801, but 
let us simply consider what we have received from 
that. It is common practice (if not mandatory in most 
American Grand Lodges) to close meetings with this 
benediction, or closing admonition: “May the blessing 
of heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons - may 

brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social 
virtue cement us.”

Of particular importance in the First Degree are 
the Four Cardinal Virtues and Th ree Th eological 
Virtues. Temperence, Fortitude, and Prudence are 
Private, or Domestic Virtues. Justice is a Social 
Virtue. Th e Th ree Great Tenets of Brotherly Love, 
Relief, and Truth, may be referred to as Public 
Virtues. When we refer to the duties that we owe to 
God, our countrymen and neighbors, and ourselves, 
we speak of a hierarchy of Supernatural/Th eological 
virtues (pointing “upwards”), Public or Social Virtues 
(directed outwards), and Domestic, or Private Virtues 
(aimed inwards): Th eological, Social, Domestic. Th ese 
are the categories of virtue that we teach in the First 
Degree.

Th e Masonic emblem of offi  ce for the Master of 
every Lodge is a square. We call it the Square of Virtue 
(morality). 

Pulling Down the Statue of George III at Bowling Green in 
Lower Manhattan, oil painting by William Walcutt, 1857 - 
Lafayette College Art Collection 
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Th e language of Freemasonry is refl ective of 

the language of the revolutionary Age of Reason 
and Enlightenment. While the evidence I have just 
provided is only circumstantial, and not the only 
mirroring of language and Freemasonry, it should 
cause us to refl ect on the nature of the words that we 
speak in our meetings. Some of the ritual formulas 
that we use in our monitors today were not used 
exactly as such during the famed days of 1776 (but 
many were!). However, the spirit of them existed.

Many of the words and phrases and ideas that we 
rehearse in our Masonic ceremonies are meaningful to 
us, but they become moreso when we can understand 
them in the context against which they were prepared. 
Occasionally the passages that we memorize sound 
lyrical, but are virtually dead to us, unmeaning out of 
their original context, or misunderstood because the 
underlying nuanced meanings have changed. 

Was mere membership in Freemasonry the 
fountain of the American Revolution? Or was there 
something more in Freemasonry itself? Read again 
some of the quotes provided above, and seek out more 
of them - the internet is overfl owing with virtue 
quotes from our Founding Fathers. And the next 
time you sit in lodge, listen closely, and reconsider 
the words said at the end of every meeting in a new 
context, with the ears of a man of that revolutionary 
age. Th en ask yourself: what is virtue?

I recommend fl ipping through Introduction to 
Virtue Ethics: Insights of the Ancient Greeks by 
Raymond J. Devettere.

Curious readers are invited to come and visit the 
Montana Masonic Library and Museum in Helena, 
where they may fi nd preserved an iconic artifact 
of the American Revolution’s “drummer boys” - a 
drum passed down through a family of Freemasons. 
Th e original owner was taught to play it by a man 
named “Drummer Bill” Miles, who fi rst fought for 
the British, and then the Continental, Armies, and it 
saw service in the subsequent War of 1812 with the 
British, and the American Civil War of the 1860’s.

We are also privileged to display an amazing 
piece of American Revolutionary heritage, the 

Masonic jewel of the Marquis de Lafayette, the young 
French nobleman who served in the Continental 
Army on Washington’s staff  - wounded at the Battle 
of Brandywine, suff ering at Valley Forge, participant 
in the British surrender at Yorktown - and was 
considered adopted son by George Washington, to 
whom the Marquis sent the key to the gate of the 
Bastille, seized at the his symbolic destruction of it 
during the French Revolution.
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Resting quietly in the Montana Masonic Museum is 
an old drum. Its paint is fading from the brilliant 

colors it once wore, the carrying strap is tattered and 
worn, the bottom of the drumhead is rent, the rope 
stretchers are frayed, leather keepers are dry and brittle 
and the drumsticks which are the drum’s partners are 
worn smooth from use. Silent now, but the drum has 
encompassed the bicentennial of our country.

The drum was presented to Grand Lodge by Past 
Grand Master Myron E. Bean of Choteau. It had 

been handed down through the 
Bean family for generations, 
having been originally given 
to Hiram Bean of Sheffi  eld, 
Vermont in 1818. He was the 
Great Grandfather of PGM 
Myron Bean. Th e drum was old 
at that time and Hiram Bean was 
taught to use the drum by an old 
man, then living at Wheelock, 
Vermont, who was known as 
“Drummer Bill” Miles. Miles 
saw service throughout the 
Revolution as a drummer and 
had served in the British Army 
before that. Hiram Bean died 
October 9, 1862. 

The fl ames of civil war licked 
high on the young United States and the drum 

was pressed into service again to the sound of the call 
to colors. Benjamin E. Meserve, a Vermonter living 
in Illinois was loaned the drum by the Bean family 
and he enlisted in Company E of the 119th Illinois 
Infantry. Th e 119th was mustered into service two 
days before Hiram Bean died.

The 119th Illinois saw service in the Western 
theater of war, Companies G and K were captured 

December 21, 1862 while on duty in Kentucky. During 
the 1863 the 119th served mainly to guard railroads 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. Ordered to Vicksburg, 
Mississippi in January of 1864, the regiment was 
soon engulfed in the Meridian Campaign during 

January and February. Under General Banks the 
regiment took part in the Red River Campaign from 
March 10 through May 22. Th e regiment took part in 
engagements at Fort DeRussy, Pleasant Hill, and the 
retreat to Morganza.

Aft er returning from the Red River Campaign 
the 119th took part in the engagements in 

Mississippi, including Tupelo, Tishamingo Creek and 
the Tallahatchie River. In September the Regiment 
found itself in pursuit of General Stirling Price 

through Arkansas and Missouri, 
fi nally moving to Nashville, 
Tennessee in November. Later, 
the regiment played a part in the 
Battle of Nashville, December 
15 and 16. Aft er the battle, the 
regiment pursued Confederate 
General Hood to the Tennessee 
River throughout the rest of 
1864.

The year 1865 dawned with 
the regiment being moved 

to New Orleans where it was sent 
to the campaign against Moble, 
Alabama and its defenses. In 
the occupation of Mobile and 
Montgomery, Alabama. Th e 
regiment was mustered out of 

service August 26, 1865.

The drum was returned to the Bean family aft er the 
war, before being donated to the Grand Lodge of 

Montana by P.GM. Bean. Myron Bean died on August 
25, 1991 and is buried at the Custer County Cemetery 
in Miles City.

This old drum worn and tired basks in the glory of 
its service to the United States. You can view the 

Drum in the Montana Masonic Museum in Helena, 
Montana.
                                      •
   Original article printed in the Montana Masonic News, 
   March 1976.

 Historic Revolutionary Drum
Reid Gardiner (3)
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THE RITE CORNER

“Legacy of Masonry”
David L. Nielsen, Deputy in Montana

In the July, 2013, Emessay Notes, published by the 
Masonic Service Association, there was an article 

entitled “Masonic Explorers Who Left  Th eir Marks.”  
Th e article quotes an article originally in Montana: 
Th e Magazine of Western History in regards to 
Meriwether Lewis, probably the fi rst known Mason in 
Montana.  Meriwether Lewis left  marks of his Masonic 
affi  liation in naming three rivers the Wisdom, 
Philanthropy, and Philosophy, now known as the Big 
Hole, Ruby and Willow Creek.  Interestingly there is 
a Wisdom, Montana, which is located in the vicinity 
of the Big Hole River.  A part of me wishes that these 
rivers had maintained their historic naming but I can 
understand that aesthetic names just will not stick like 
name from the more mundane.  We have naming of 
other waters by the Lewis & Clark expedition that has 
survived time—Gallatin, Jeff erson, Madison, Judith 
and Clark’s Fork Rivers, to name a few.

The more philosophical question is what is 
the legacy of Masonry and how will it be 

memorialized?  From the experience of Lewis in 
naming rivers by Masonic values, we know that even 
though rivers are perpetual, the names will probably 
not endure and will replaced by more common names.  
If Masonry needs to be remembered by attachment 
of its name or principles to a river, a mountain or any 
monument, it is in trouble.  Th e original monument 
for Masons was King Solomon’s Temple and it was 
totally destroyed by the Babylonians.  What has 
endured is Masonry as is found in the hearts of 
man.  Th e legacy of Masonry is not in buildings 
or inanimate objects; it is in the memories of its 
members and those who have benefi ted from its 
good works.  Th e Philanthropic legacy of Masonry 
will be found in the minds of patients of the Texas 
Scottish Rite Hospital for Children and the students 
in our RiteCare clinics.  Th e Wisdom of Masonry is 
found in the Declaration of Independence and the 
Bill of Rights.  Th e Philosophy of Masonry is found 
in our traditional honoring of educators in the public 
schools.

These are honorable legacies but since they 
are fl eeting and without constant nurture 

and cultivation they will perish as Lewis’ original 
naming of three Montana rivers.   I challenge all 
Masons to perpetuate the legacy of Masonry through 
brotherhood, love of the fraternity, good works and 
kind words towards all.
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Hugh Duncan was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
on June 28, 1824, the son a clergyman of the 

Presbyterian Church in Glasgow. He moved his family 
across the Atlantic to the United States in 1852. He 
had worked in the mines of Scotland in his early youth 
and aft er coming to the United States in 1853 worked 
in mines from Pennsylvania to Kansas and Colorado. 
He was regarded as an outstanding authority on coal 
and his services were in frequent demand by coal 
mining concerns. In 1864 he and his 
wife, daughter Sarah, and son James 
were members of a large wagon train that 
crossed the plains to Montana on the 
Bridger route, arriving in Virginia City 
on the 21st of July.  Like others seeking 
a better life, he engaged in mining and 
secured a claim on German Bar, in Alder 
gulch, mining that section until 1869. 
However, during this period he was not 
unmindful of the higher duties which 
devolved upon him. He was associated 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
He labored in mines during the week 
and preached each Sunday. As he was 
the only clergyman in Alder gulch he was called upon 
to conduct funeral ceremonies, and he organized the 
fi rst Sunday school in the territory. It is said of him 
that he “never forgot a friend or neglected an enemy.” 
He also had association with the Vigilante Committee.

Hugh Duncan started holding services at Junction 
City about 3 miles down Alder Gulch, at a place 

where a small side creek entered Alder Creek. Here he 
began regular services and constructed a building for 
preaching and Sunday school.  It was here that Hugh 
Duncan preached his fi rst sermon in Montana. While 
he was not the fi rst ‘preacher’ in Montana he was the 
fi rst preacher to make Montana his permanent home. 
Hugh Duncan preached and founded Sunday Schools 
and churches in Junction City, Phillipsburg, Virginia 
City, Alder Gulch and Sheridan; all the time also 
organizing Masonic Lodges in Virginia City, Salmon 
City, Idaho, Missoula, and Butte. 

In 1869, Rev. Duncan moved his family to a farm of 
160 acres in the Ruby Valley west of Sheridan to an 

area which was to become known as Duncan District, 
named in his honor. He preached the fi rst sermon 
in the town of Sheridan. He continued to travel and 
preach for the Methodist Church.  He was beloved 
of everybody, a leader in things spiritual throughout 
his kindly and benefi cial life; a zealous Mason fully 
appreciative of the power to teach morality through 
symbolism and example.

In 1873 he was then ordained as a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and was one of 

the pioneer clergymen of his denomination in the 
Rocky Mountains. Following his ordination, he was 
appointed to the pastorate at Deer Lodge, was later 
appointed to the Blackfoot Agency and served at Sun 
River and Fort Benton where he was a teacher in the 
Indian Schools. Th e fi rst formal “Methodist” religious 
services, of record, were held in Butte in early 1873 

by Reverend Hugh Duncan, who was then 
serving as pastor of the Deer Lodge Mission. 
Being as familiar with the mining camp as 
he was with the church, he came to the Butte 
area in early 1873 to lead worship and lay the 
groundwork for a new church. At this time 
he was also was traveling by horseback 160 
away to serve the new church in Salmon City, 
Idaho.  He was transferred to Butte in 1875 
and was that city's fi rst Methodist minister. 
He organized the fi rst Sunday school in 
Butte. He continued to serve Methodist 
churches for the next 30 years.

Salmon’s chapter, of the Order of Eastern 
Star, Hugh Duncan No. 2, was chartered 

March 18, 1886, and the Reverend Hugh Duncan 
was authorized to institute the chapter. Rev Duncan, 
who came to preach once a month to the people of 
Salmon, and was the driving force in the creation of 
this chapter. In honor of the man who worked so hard 
to get the chapter started, the charter members voted 
to name it aft er him.

Hugh Duncan was one of the foremost Freemasons 
in the Territory. He became a Mason in 1846 in 

Glasgow Scotland, and was one of the nine Masons 
who organized the Grand Lodge of the territory of 
Montana, at Virginia City, in 1866.  Nine Masons, 
Masters and Wardens of the three lodges in Montana 
Territory, met in Virginia City on Jan. 24, 1866, to 
organize the Grand Lodge of Montana. Th e man who 
became the fi rst Grand Master, John J. Hull, Master of 
Virginia City Lodge No. 43, operated a club house in 
Virginia City. Th e occupation of the most prominent 
Masons and organizers almost caused a split in the 
ranks, because one of their number walked out in 
protest and was persuaded to return to the session only 
by the argument that the formation of a Grand Lodge 
was more important than the personalities involved. 
Th e protest was from the Rev. Hugh Duncan, Junior 
Warden of the other Virginia City Lodge, Montana 
Lodge No. 9. His position was that the heritage of 
Grand Lodge was the fi rm stand of that organization 
for nearly 100 years that no man in the liquor business 

Hands of the Workmen

Reid Gardiner (3)

Hugh Duncan, 18th Grand Master



         Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3 Montana Freemason                                  August 2013                            Volume 87   Number 3
was fi t material from which to make a Mason. Nothing 
is said in the offi  cial Proceedings about the diff erences 
of opinion among the organizers. Cornelius Hedges 
of Helena, who was there and who was named Senior 
Grand Warden, revealed it in his later writings. He 
would have preferred Leander W. Frary, Master of 
Montana Lodge, and he reported that the Offi  cers of 
Helena Lodge could have elected either Hull or Frary, 
but his two Wardens were convinced that Hull, the 
master ritualist, was the better of the two, and Hull 
was elected, fi ve votes to four. Notwithstanding his 
objections to Hull as Grand Master, Duncan accepted 
appointment as Grand Chaplain at his hands and 
was reappointed by him at the meeting the following 
October. He was reappointed Grand Chaplain four 
times later, in 1868, 1869, 1870 and 1871, and acted 
as Grand Chaplain in 1878. He was Deputy Grand 
Master in 1882 and Grand Master in 1883. He was 
District Grand Master for the Virginia City area in 
1884 and Grand Chaplain again in 1885.

He was a Royal Arch Mason and a Knight Templar. 
Th e M.E. Grand Master of the United States 

made Hugh Duncan his special proxy to constitute 
Helena Commandery No. 2, which he did on April 
9th, 1872.

Hugh Duncan helped organize Lodges at Summit 
in Alder Gulch, known as Summit Lodge, and 

Flint Creek Lodge in Philipsburg. It was Duncan who 
closed each Grand Lodge meeting with the singing of 
Burns' Adieu. Th e last mention of him in Grand Lodge 
was in 1886: "Burns' Adieu by Bro. Duncan followed 
as usual."

The Annual Communication of 1887 was an 
historic session.  It was the fi rst that Past Grand 

Hugh Duncan had not attended, his death having 
intervened. It was the one at which the signet ring 
was fi rst presented to a new Grand Master by retiring 
Grand Master Samuel Word. And it was the session 
at which members could not sing Burns' Adieu," on 
account of lumps in their throats and tears in their eyes 
as they recalled Bro. Duncan. “Despite the attempts 
made to sing Burns' Adieu aft er the close of the Grand 
Lodge, but it was painfully apparent that the voice of 
the Master Minstrel was hushed forever, and as yet 
none appeared who could supply his place."

The following year, on motion of J. R. Weston of 
Valley No. 21, seconded by George W. Monroe 

of Bozeman No. 18, the Grand Lodge voted that all 
future Communications should close with the singing 
of Burns’ Adieu as a taken of respect to the memory of 
Bro. Duncan, that the pleasant associations of the past 
be transmitted to the future.” 

He died near there suddenly at Summit 
(above Virginia City) on September 16, 

1887. He was 68. His son, James Duncan, Sr. 
wrote "He knew the hardships and privations 
of pioneer life. As a minister of the gospel he 
received but small remuneration for his services.

The following are the words of Sol Star, 
Senior Past Grand Master which he spoke 

about Hugh Duncan at the Semi-Centennial of 
the Grand Lodge of Montana on September 1, 
1916.

“To these leaders permit me to add 
the name of Bro. Hugh Duncan, one 
of the pioneers: Methodist minister of 
Montana, an educated gentleman of 
the purest Scotch type, his coming to 
Montana in the early days was not the 
glittering allurement of gold. Having 
dedicated his life to the service of God, 
actuated by no other motive than that 
of shepherding the spiritual and moral 
life of those in his  care and keeping, 
nothing of the bigot ever tarnished his 
princely soul taking advantage of every 
force that stood for the betterment of 
civilization and promotion of human 
happiness. It was no surprise therefore 
to � nd him enlisted under the Masonic 
Banner and laboring in its � eld. His 
irreproachable character, his genial 
temperament made him a positive, 
dynamic  force in the dissemination 
of light and truth. “Truth from his 
life prevailed with double sway and 
those who came to sco�  remained to 
pray.” Brother Duncan was appointed 
chairman of this Grand Lodge’s 
Soloists and no session of Grand Lodge 
was ever permitted to close its labors 
without his singing his native song, 
“Burn’s. Adieu. On September 16th, 
1887, he wrapped the drapery of his 
couch around him and laid down to 
pleasant dreams.”
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Adieu, A Heart-Warm, Fond Adieu

Adieu, a heart warm, fond adieu,
Dear brothers of the mystic tie!
Ye favored, ye enlightened few,
Companions of my social joy!
Th o' I to foreign lands must hie,
Pursuing fortune's slidd'ry ba',
With melting heart and brimful eye,
I'll mind you still, though far awa'.

Oft  have I met your social band,
An' spent the cheerful, festive night;
Oft , honored with supreme command,
Presided o'er the sons of light;
And by that Hieroglyphic bright,
Which none but Craft smen ever saw,
Strong memory on my heart shall write
Th ose happy scenes, when far awa'.

May freedom, harmony and love
Unite you in the grand design,
Beneath th' omniscient Eye above,
Th e glorious Architect divine;
Th at you may keep the unerring line,
Still rising by the plummet's law,
Till order bright completely shine,
Shall be my prayer when far awa'.

And you farewell, whose merits claim
Justly that highest badge to wear,
Heaven bless your honored, noble name,
To Masonry and Scotia dear!
A last request, permit me here;
When yearly ye assemble a',
One round, — I ask it with a tear
To him, the Bard, that's far awa'.

It was Hugh Duncan who closed each Grand Lodge 
meeting with the singing of Burns’ Adieu.  � e Tune 
“Good night and joy be with you all.”

Rev Hugh Duncan is buried at the Sheridan Cemetery
Sheridan, Montana.

Above, commemorative Coin centennial of Methodism in Butte and Huge Duncan as the Frist Pastor.
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3977  Giles L. Smith  07/27/2013 Cascade No. 34
5149  John L. Adams  07/17/2013  Victor No. 43
653   John C. Garry   07/15/2013  Dillon No. 16
1857  Andre R. Kukay  07/14/2013 Cascade No. 34
1674 Vernon V Keller July 08, 2013 Stillwater- 62
1215  Charles A Hischler July 02, 2013 Belgrade - 68
3683 William A Schaak July 01, 2013 Ashlar-29
3194 Harold J Petrini June 29, 2013 Delta-128
4783 Hiram A Wilder Jr June 28, 2013 Cascade - 35
876  Harold L Haanes June 26,, 2013 Glendive -31
2018 Michael D Lenning June 21, 2013 Ionic- 38
6225 David E Cooper June 20, 2103 Scobey - 109
2701 Arnold I. Mosness June 18, 2013 Doric -53
7601 John M McKinney June 13, 2013 Carbon -65
81  Myron C Gegory June 11, 2013  Captain Scott -98
912  Raymond Hale June 11, 2013 Doric -53
532  John S Forsythe June 11, 2013 Hiram - 52
3766 Paul R Schuyler May 30, 2013 Star In The West -40
2155 Wayne I Lowthian May 25, 2013 Sidney -109
1700 Roger M Kensler May 21, 2013 Libby -85
5085 Kenneth G. Duncan May 19, 2013 Pondera Lodge - 80/3 
5183 Norman E. Allen May 17, 2013 Thompson Falls Lodge - 70/2 
5731 William O. Bradford May 16, 2013 Ashlar Lodge - 29/1 
836  Donald D. Gross May 15, 2013 Cascade Lodge - 34/3 
7501 Chris Nielsen  May 5, 2013 Yellowstone Lodge - 26/10 
2325 Walter F. Mason May 3, 2013 Virginia City- 1 Bozeman Lodge - 18
2551 Donald B. Milam May 2, 2013 Havre Lodge - 55/9 
6140 Robert E. Cline April 30, 2013 Mount Jefferson Lodge - 56/4 
724  Warren Glover  April 24, 2013 Butte Lodge - 22/8 
1309 Duane J. House April 24, 2013 Cut Bank Lodge - 82/3 
597  Kenneth C. Frey April 20, 2013 Lavina/Temple Lodge - 101/1 
617  Paul G. Funk  April 19, 2013 Unity Lodge - 71/1 
1203 George F. Hiltabrand April 18, 2013 Helena Lodge - 3/8 
2636 Charles P. Moore April 16, 2013 Delta Lodge - 128/3 
2521 James H. Merideth April 14, 2013 North Star Lodge - 46/7 
2750 Tauno E. Murto April 13, 2013 Mount Moriah Lodge - 24/8 
2123 Forrest K. Looney April 12, 2013 Stevensville Lodge - 28/6 
2668 Gerald E. Morris April 11, 2013 Hiram Lodge - 52/10 
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1699 Timothy L. Kennedy April 10, 2013 Missoula Lodge - 13/6 
4740 Sterling M. Wetzsteon April 9, 2013 Ionic Lodge - 38/6 
4099 Ernest K. Stafford April 8, 2013 Ionic Lodge - 38/6 
2988 Donald E. Olsson April 6, 2013 Mission Valley Lodge - 78/6 
2078 Richard G. Linse April 5, 2013 Mission Valley Lodge - 78/6 
1609 Harry L. Joslin Jr. April 4, 2013 Ottawa Lodge - 51/8 
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Morning Star Lodge - 5 / 8
7625- Arend H. Collen  Raised - 04/27/2013

Missoula Lodge - 13 / 6
7217- Trenton W. Gary  Raised - 04/18/2013

Butte Lodge - 22 / 8
7394 - Calvin J. Odom   Raised - 04/20/2013
7535 - Neil A. Sconfi enza  Raised - 04/20/2013
7276 - Michael R. Forsman  Raised - 04/27/2013
7386 - David K. Subik   Raised - 04/27/2013
7395 - Rusty W. Knels   Raised - 04/27/2013

 Friendship Lodge - 37 / 9
6757 - Jamie P. Hodik   Raised - 04/15/2013

Boulder-Basin Lodge - 41 / 4
7491- William D. Alverson  Raised - 04/27/2013
  

Whitefi sh Lodge - 64 / 2
7657- Randall S. Stillson  Raised - 04/25/2013
  

Delta Lodge - 128 / 3
7651- Eric R. Jorgensen  Raised - 04/23/2013
7650- Tracy L. Bratcher  Raised - 04/24/2013

Trinity Lodge - 152 / 2
7516 - Lowell J. Panasuk  Raised - 04/11/2013
7517 - Jason A. Grande  Raised - 04/11/2013
7599- Christopher Handford  Raised - 04/11/2013
7515- Colten R. OConnell  Raised - 04/25/2013

Dillon Lodge - 16 / 4
7498 - Timothy L. Myllymaki  Raised - 05/02/2013

Bozeman Lodge - 18 / 5
7510 - Bruce K. Brown  Raised - 05/18/2013

Mount Moriah Lodge - 24 / 8
7615- Paul Jordan   Raised - 05/20/2013

Friendship Lodge - 37 / 9
7598- Tucker R. Rice   Raised - 05/13/2013
7596- Th ad F. Jenni Th ad  Raised - 05/20/2013
7597- Scott W. Jenni   Raised - 05/20/2013

New Craft smen to the Quarries
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Kalispell Lodge - 42 / 2
7283- Robert F. West  Raised - 05/02/2013
7551 - Matthew A. Herset  Raised - 05/02/2013
7552 - Todd W. Swope  Raised - 05/02/2013

Hiram Lodge - 52 / 10
7659 - Brett G. Halvorson  Raised - 05/07/2013

Golden Eagle Lodge - 66 / 1
7586- Stephen S. Lafurge  Raised - 05/18/2013
7587- Benjamin W. Edelman Raised - 05/18/2013

Pondera Lodge - 80 / 3
7527- Cale M. Younce  Raised - 05/01/2013
7606- Kenneth H. Fletcher  Raised - 05/01/2013

Lower Yellowstone Lodge - 90 / 7
7471 - Jeremy L. Churchill  Raised - 05/15/2013

Eureka Lodge - 93 / 2
7583- Kasper Frantzen  Raised - 05/11/2013
7645- David M. Scott  Raised - 05/11/2013

Bigfork Lodge - 150 / 2
7534- Benjamin T. Woods  Raised - 05/23/2013

Missoula Lodge - 13 / 6
7577 - Alexander T. Havens  Raised - 06/04/2013
7641  - Ronald W. Barker  Raised - 06/04/2013
7642  - Daniel A. Baker  Raised - 06/04/2013

Missoula Lodge - 13 / 6
7577- Alexander Havens    Raised - 06/04/2013
7641 - Ronald W. Barker  Raised - 06/04/2013
7642 - Daniel A. Baker  Raised - 06/04/2013

Bozeman Lodge - 18 / 5
7591 - Alexander D. Chiapetta  Raised - 06/13/2013

Mount Moriah Lodge - 24 / 8
7678- Lee M. Breche   Raised - 06/03/2013
7679- Robert J. Stagnoli  Raised - 06/03/2013
7680- Wiliam F. Robinson Jr Raised - 06/03/2013
7681- Bradly B. Cederberg  Raised - 06/03/2013
7682 - Dennis H. Jennison  Raised - 06/03/2013
7683- Th omas A. Davis  Raised - 06/03/2013

Corinthian Lodge - 72 / 1
7349 - Kyler R. Worden  Raised - 06/04/2013
7556- Michael L. Kirschenmann Raised - 06/04/2013

Th ree Forks Lodge - 73 / 4
7569- Robert D. DoBell  Raised - 06/25/2013
7605- Daryn D. Miller  Raised - 06/25/2013
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Lower Yellowstone Lodge - 90 / 7
7316- Jacob G. McDonald III Raised - 06/03/2013

  
Valley Lodge No. 21/5

7513 - Alan L. Baglien Rev.  Raised - 07/23/2013

 Corinthian Lodge - 72 / 1
7567  - Jed D. Martin  Raised - 07/13/2013
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A Story 
Ernest Jackson, Bald Creek #397, North Carolina

In the spring of 1995, when asking a friend Don for a 
petition, we also discussed the decline in membership. 
Th at changes in standards and values have aff ected 
membership in all Masonic organizations. As we 
talked, I thought, maybe I could do something to help. 

Th e original idea was to write a story that would 
create in worthwhile candidates the thought of asking to 
join. Th e idea took time, and grew some. Th ree stories, 
A Decision, of the value of truth, A Relationship, the 
interaction between freedom and responsibility, and 
Th e Group, a perception on the basis of freedom, 
encourage the original idea. 

When Don and I met, an eff ort of thinking and 
writing I was working on had stopped. Th e eff ort 
concerned quality of life. As the problems involved 
in A Decision began, some of which included my 
petition, they all had a relationship with my eff ort, I 
started writing again. Several years would pass before 
the insight, understanding I was looking for would 
begin. 

In one piece I titled A Purpose of Freedom, I wrote 
that love and happiness begins from within, a part 
of self-acceptance, and becomes with sharing. My 
perception of ideas concerning quality of life and of 
standards and values was developing. 

Adhering to standards and values like truth, faith, 
freedom, and responsibility, brings an improvement to 
life. Freemasonry promotes these and similar standards 
and values through individual eff ort of learning and 
self-improvement. 

A statement of Freemasonry is, “We take good men 
and make them better.” Th e statement sets a standard 
of quality over quantity, of distinctive limits.  

Two of these are, we can’t advertise or ask someone 
to join. And, most people, including worthwhile 
candidates, have a limited idea of Freemasonry. 

Th e restrictions on advertising and asking have a 
purpose. Th ey keep each of us in check, to consider our 
actions. Of becoming too proud of membership, could 
be one place to begin. 

Public knowledge of Freemasonry is limited because 
some of what we do is secret. A person’s use and 
value of secrets is a judgment of character. Character 
contributes to reputation. 

Our reputation aff ects. We like to consider our 
actions as good and right. Th us our standards and 
values, brotherhood, ideas and ideals, creates our 
reputation, which aff ects membership. 

So then, considering this perception, how can we 
bring to society’s attention, the value of Freemasonry. 
Th at membership, standards and values, brotherhood, 
ideas and ideals, are still relevant. A Decision, A 
Relationship, and Th e Group, are each discussions, 
stories, of problems in today’s society, of the freedom of 
thinking, learning, and self-improvement.

Finally, I think some new members in Freemasonry 
would be great. We should consider though, changes 
in today’s society. Th e worth of standards and values, 
brotherhood, ideas and ideals is questioned. We need 
to keep in mind, “We take good men and make them 
better
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2013 TRI-JURISDICTIONAL PROGRAM & REGISTRATION
Waterton Lakes National Park

September 20-22, 2013
• Please provide your e-mail and contact information  
so that  we  can  provide  additional  information  and 
directions.
• Check your Grand Lodge Website for Updates.
• Pass this brochure along to other Brethren you meet 
so that they are aware of this special event.
• Remember you will be in the mountains and in the 
fall it can be cool in the evenings - so bring suitable 
clothing for the outdoors.
• Waterton Lakes is a National Park so there will be a 
gate admission to the Park.
• Passports  are  not  required  for  entry  to  Goat  
Haunt, Montana.
• Bring a lawn-chair for your comfort.
• Remember you are in bear country - so make sure 
you can run faster than the person next to you!
• If  you  have  food  allergies  or  concerns  on  the  
meals please advise the Event Coordinator when you 
fi le your Registration.

•  Any  questions,  do  not  hesitate  to  contact:
   MW Bro. Gerald Waldern, Event Coordinator
   mwgm2010@telus.net  or  403 382-9161 

Registration Forms can be found online at the 
Grand Lodge of Montana website, or from your 
District Offi  cer.

Friday Aft ernoon Golf 18 Holes & Cart            $65.00 
Friday Night Meet N’ Greet Pig Roast Dinner $30.00 
Saturday Breakfast Buff et                             $10.00  
Ladies Program including Lunch                $40.00 
Outdoor Lodge Luncheon BBQ                $20.00
Saturday Evening Sunset & Moonlight Cruise with
Cruise with Beef Dinner                             $60.00 
Sunday Farewell Breakfast Buff et                $10.00

    Return your Registration & Payment by either:
1. E-mail Registration and Credit Card information 
to: MWGM2010@Telus.Net

Brethren:

Visiting is the backbone of Freemasonry. I would 
personally like to invite you to visit with other 
Master Masons from Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Montana for the 4th  Annual “2013 Tri-Jurisdictional  
Grand Masters’ Roaming Outdoor Lodge”.  Make 
new friendships or renew old ones.  It is to be held 
September 20 to 22nd, 2013 in the pristine setting of 
Waterton Lakes National Park.

Th e  Waterton  Lakes  National  Park  is  a “UNESCO 
World Heritage Site”, an “International Peace Park” 
and a “Biosphere Reserve”.  Th is is the only Park in 
the World that has these three designations.

One of the most renowned photographs of 
Waterton Lake features the Prince of Wales Hotel 
which opened in 1927.  Th e hotel was named aft er the 
Prince of Wales who later became King Edward VIII.  
Th e Prince of Wales was a member of the Craft  in the 
United Grand Lodge of England.

MW Bro. Gerald Waldern initiated the fi rst Tri- 
Jurisdictional and is the Chairman this year.  Th e 
itinerary has been planned to make this a memorable 
weekend for you and your family.  I ask you to come 
if it is within your cable-tow.

MW Bro. John Cameron
Grand Master
Grand Lodge of Alberta AF & AM
2013-2014
__________________________________________
• Th e fi rst 100 Registrants will receive a special 
souvenir to commemorate this event  - so act quickly!
• Hotel Registration Deadline at this time is set
as August 15.  We expect a few more rooms to open 
up and   will   attempt   to   get   the   August   15   
Deadline extended.
• Please    forward    your    Registration    and    Financial 
particulars  as  indicated  on  the  Registration  &  
Ticket form by September  10.
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2. Fax Registration and Credit Card information to:
1-866-589-6354
3. Mail Registration Cheque or Credit Card 
information to: MW Bro. Gerald Waldern, Event 
Coordinator, 448 Coulee creek Blvd. South, 
Lethbridge, Alberta. Canada.  T1K 5S5

Individual Room Booking Form for
Grand Lodge of Alberta - (conf. # GLA13).  Phone 
or Fax your completed form by August 15, 2013. 
Reservation requests received aft er this date will be 
based on availability and at published rate of day.

Bayshore Inn
Box 38, Waterton Lakes National Parks
Tel (403) 859-2211  Fax (403) 859-2291

Rooms
Available   Type     Description                            Room Rate
2    Deluxe               3 double beds               $  199.00
2    Family Suite      2 queens + 1 double                 $  189.00
1    Family Suite      4 double beds               $  199.00
2    Lake Front      2 queen beds                   $  149.00
10  Non-Lake Front 2 double beds                          $  129.00
1    Romantic      1 king + Jacuzzi               $  219.00

Waterton Glacier Suites
Box 38, Waterton Lakes National Parks
Tel (403) 859-2211  Fax (403) 859-2291

Rooms     Room Type   Description    Room Rate
Available
6  Deluxe              1 king                                            $  144.00
6  Loft                    1 queen + 1  double + pullout    $  239.00
7  Romantic         1 king + Jacuzzi                             $  199.00
 

Aspen Village Inn & Waterton Lakes Resort
Box 100, Waterton Lakes National Parks
Tel: (403) 859-2106  Fax: (403) 859-2105

Rooms     Room Type   Description    Room Rate
Available

Waterton Lakes Resort   
2  SQQ               2 Queen beds                               $   90.00
1  SQP                 1 Queen (pet friendly room)            $    90.00
2  SQQP        2 Queen beds (pet friendly room)         $    90.00
Aspen Wildfl ower   
1  QSSK   Apartment 1 queen bed +  2 single beds    $ 152.00
1  KFB    1 King bed + Fridge, BALCONY             $ 116.00
1  DDK    2 Double beds + kitchen                 $ 134.00
Aspen Building   
3  KF    1 King + Fridge                               $ 116.00
1  KFF    Apartment—1 king bed                $ 152.00
1  QQF    2 Queen beds + Fridge Suite                $ 125.00
Aspen Cottages   
2  CQQP  2 Queen beds (pet friendly room)  $   89.00
1  CQCF  Cottage Suite—1 Queen bed + Fridge       $ 125.00
1  CQF    1 Queen bed + Fridge                               $   89.00
2  CQK   1 Queen bed + Kitchen                               $ 125.00

FRIDAY EVENING
Th e Ladies and Brethren will join together in the 

great outdoors at Camp Columbus for the Grand 
Masters’ Meet N’ Greet. Cocktails at 5:30 PM with 
Dinner at 6:00 PM. Th e featured evening meal will be 
a Western Pig Roast and entertainment. 

SATURDAY BREAKFAST
   Our Ladies and family members will join with us 
fi rst thing off  for a wholesome Breakfast Buff et at 
Camp Columbus from 8:00 AM to 9:30 AM.
 

SATURDAY LADIES PROGRAM
   Following Breakfast, the Ladies will be taken to 
Cardston to tour the famous Remington Carriage 
Museum. Following the Museum Tour, the ladies 
will be transported by Carriage to the Cobblestone 
Restaurant where they   will   have   an   enjoyable 
lunch in this quaint building that was once the 
Masonic home to Chief Mountain Lodge.  
 

SATURDAY LODGE PROGRAM
   Meanwhile back at Camp Columbus, the Brethren 
will be holding  a  tyled  Lodge  Meeting  following  
breakfast  in  the great outdoors.  Th e feature of the lodge 
meeting will be the raising of a new  Master  Mason  
using  the Canadian Rite Ritual. Diversity York Rite 
College will conduct the degree with assistance from 
the Grand Secretary of Alberta. MW Bro. Cameron 
will give the obligation to our new brother and the 
Grand Masters’ of all three Jurisdictions will bring 
congratulatory greetings to the newly raised Master 
Mason. In  addition  there  will  be  an  opportunity  
for  Masonic Education as we look at how we do things 
diff erently in our respective Jurisdictions. And don’t 
worry — we will take a break for lunch on site where 
we will have a   BBQ of hamburgers and smokies with 
all the trimmings.

   Following the Lodge Meeting, we will travel within 
the Park to the site honouring the fi rst Park Warden 
to die in the line of duty - Bro. David Bower. Bro. 
Bower passed to the Grand Lodge Above on June 6, 
1925 at the age of 39 leaving behind a young family.  A 
Masonic Memorial Service will be lead by the Alberta 
Grand Line Offi  cers.

SATURDAY EVENING
   We have something really special planned for you 
and your Lady on Saturday evening that you won’t 
want to miss.  We will board the “International” at 
6:30 PM for a 2 hour Sunset Moonlight  Cruise 
on Waterton Lakes with Beef Dinner served on board. 
Th e trip will include a brief stop at Goat Haunt in 
Montana.
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